
Course title: Contemporary Political Issues 
Full marks: 100(80T+20P)
Course No.: Pol. Sc. Ed. 434
Pass marks:28T+8P
Nature of the course: Theoretical and Practical 
Periods per week: 6
Level: Four Year B.Ed.

Total periods: 130T+50P=180 
Year: Third

Time per period =55 minutes

1.
Course Description


The course is designed for the students who, specialize in Political Science Education. It aims to provide theoretical as well as practical base of Contemporary Political Issues within the constitutional system in Nepal, China, Japan, South Korea and Pakistan. Civic Issues are the core area of modern constitutional government. The contents of this course have been divided into six units. This course will impart the theoretical and practical knowledge of contemporary political issues within the provision practices in economically newly emerged, ideologically guided countries such as China, Japan, South Korea, Pakistan and Nepal. 

2.
General Objectives

The general objectives of this course are as follows: 

· To acquaint the students with the meaning, scope, function and the importance of contemporary politics and civics,
· To impart the knowledge about the responsibility of the state in contemporary issues,

· To provide knowledge about civic education in the contemporary political and civic issues,

· To orient the students about the project work of contemporary political and civic issues with its procedures and
· To make the students familiar with the recent trends in the contemporary political and civic issues in reference to China, Japan, South Korea, Pakistan and Nepal.

3.
Specific Objectives and Contents

	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	· Explain the meaning, scope, function, importance of contemporary politics and civics
· Describe the interrelationship between politics and civics 


	Unit I: Introduction to Contemporary Politics and Civics            (10)
1.1 Meaning

1.2 Scope

1.3 Function

1.4 Importance

1.5  Interrelationship between politics and civics 

	· Describe the provision and practice of civic rights in constitution of Nepal 2072 B.S.
· Explain the international provision and practice of civic rights under the civil rights act 1964 A.D., Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948, ICCPR 1966, ICESCR 1966  
	Unit II: National and International Provision and Practice of Civic Rights                   (10)

2.1 Fundamental Rights in the constitution of Nepal 2072 B.S.

2.2 Civil Rights Act 1964 A.D.

2.3 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948

2.4 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 1966

2.5 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 1966

	· Compare the fundamental rights and duties in the given countries as issues
· Describe the concept of directive principle and state policies in contemporary issues with reference to the given countries
· Explain the concept of restructuring of the state and the issues regarding distribution of power in the given Countries

	Unit III: Responsibility of the State  (30)

(With Reference to People Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Pakistan and Nepal)           
3.1 Fundamental rights and Duties 
3.2 Concept of directive principle and state policies in contemporary Issues

3.3 Restructuring of the state and the issues regarding distribution of power  

	· Explain the meaning, goal, scope, importance and agencies of civic education.

· Describe the global trends of the civic education in contemporary issues.

	Unit  IV: Civic Education                   (25)
4.1 Meaning
4.2 Scope
4.2.1    Civic knowledge

4.2.2    Civic skills

4.2.3    Civic disposition

4.2.4    Civic Attitude 

4.2.5    Civic Beliefs 

4.2.6    Civic competencies
4.2.7    Ideological 

4.2.8    Cultural

4.2.9    Historical

4.2.10 Geographical

4.2.11 Economical 
4.2.12 National

4.2.13 Territorial 

4.2.14 International

4.3      Importance

4.4 Goal

4.4.1         Civic awareness

4.4.2
Nation building 

4.4.3
Universal fraternity

4.4.4
Tolerance 

4.4.5
Patriotism

4.4.6
National development

4.5 Agencies to provide the civic education
4.5.1
Family, school and media

4.5.2
Governmental agencies

4.5.3
NGO

4.5.4
INGO and Other Institutions

4.6 Global trends

	· Compare the Contemporary Political and Civic Issues with reference to the Given Countries,
· Explain the citizenship,

· Describe the types of  democracy,

· Analyze the state structure and power Division.
· Explain the public opinion

· Define political parties

· Describe nationalism and internationalism

· Explain the state policy in civic education

· Analyze the role of civic education in the process of democratization and challenges of civic education
	Unit V: Contemporary Political and Civic Issues (40)
(With reference to People Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Pakistan and Nepal)

5.1 Citizenship (Descent and Naturalized)
5.2 Democracy
5.2.1
Direct and Representative Democracy

5.2.2
Inclusive Democracy and Consociational Democracy  
5.2.3
Social justice

5.2.4
Equality

5.3 State Structure and Power Division
5.3.1.
Concept of restructuring the state

5.3.2.
Centralization

5.3.3.
Decentralization 

5.3.4.
Federal 

5.3.5.
Provincial (State)

5.3.6.
Local

5.4 Public opinion
5.5 Political parties

5.6 Nationalism

5.7 Internationalism

5.8 State policy in civic education

5.9 Role of civic education in the process of democratization

      5.9.1
Empowerment of Women, Dalit, ethnics and backward people 

5.9.2
Implementation of democratization process

5.10 Challenges of Civic Education

	· Develop the project work / case study of Contemporary Political Issues
· Discuss the components of a research proposal and report writing

· Define the introduction chapter in a proposal and report writing

· Explain the techniques of reviewing related literature 

· Undertake the theoretical review on the related issues   

· Explain the implication of literature review
· Describe the ways of developing methods and procedure of the study 

· Analyze and interpret the collected information and evidences related to the case / project work
· Explain the finding, conclusion and suggestions 

· Discuss the APA format in Research writing 
	Unit VI: Project Work of Contemporary Political Issues    (20+45=65)
6.1 Proposal and Report Writing
(Case study / Project Work)
6.1.1 Introduction

6.1.1.1
Background of the study

6.1.1.2
Problem of the study 

6.1.1.3
Objectives of the study

6.1.1.4
Rationale of the study

6.1.1.5
Delimitation of the study

6.1.2 Review work
6.1.2.1
Review of related literature   

6.1.2.2
Theoretical Framework 

6.1.2.3
Conceptual framework 

6.1.2.4
Implication of literature review

6.1.3 Methodology
6.1.3.1
Research design

6.1.3.2
Research tools

6.1.3.3
Data collection
6.1.4 Data Analysis and Interpretation of the case based on the collected information and evidences related to the case / project work.

6.1.5 Finding, Conclusion and Suggestions

6.1.6 References

6.1.7 Appendix


               Note: The figures within the parentheses indicate the approximate periods for respective units. 
4.
Instructional Techniques

The instructional techniques for this course are divided into two groups. The first group consists of general instructional techniques commonly applicable to most of the units and second group consists of specific techniques applicable to specific unit.

4.1
General Instructional Techniques


· Lecture

· Discussion

· Question answer

· Inquiry

4.2
Specific Instructional Techniques

	Unit
	Specific Instructional Technique

	III to VI
	The students will prepare a proposal for the review study with the help of the teacher concerned.  

They will locate, collect and review the materials: theoretical literature, methodological procedures, policy documents and research reports. 

Students will write a case study analyzing the selected political management issues by comparing, relating and drawing upon the theoretical perspectives, policy provisions and research findings

The students will present the case study in the class.  


5. Evaluation 

a. Final Examination (Theoretical 80 Marks)

The performance of the students will be evaluated through the annual examination to be held by the Office of the Controller of Examinations. The question pattern of the annual examination will be of objective type short answer questions and long- answer questions.

	Types of questions
	Total questions

to be asked
	Number of questions

to be answered and marks allocated
	Total marks
	Remarks

	Group A: Multiple choice items
	16 questions
	16 x 1 mark
	16 
	Exam hours

3:00

	Group B: 

Short questions      
	6 with 2 or questions 
	6 x 9 marks
	54 
	

	Group C: 

Long questions        
	1 with 1 or  question
	1 x 10 marks
	10
	

	Total 
	80
	


5.2 Final Examination (Practical 20 Marks)
For the practical part, each student is required to identify and choose one of the Contemporary Political Issues area from the unit IV to VI and conduct a research based Project Work for the final evaluation. S/he is expected to use the relevant theories in describing and explaining the various aspects of the chosen case in order to prepare the Project report for final evaluation. Suggested Project Report format and distribution of points are as follows:
	Contents
	Internal
	External

	1. Introduction

1.1 Statement of the project (with brief background)

1.2 Rational of the selection of the project (showing the importance of studying the case as a problem)

1.3 Objectives of the project

1.4 Research questions

1.5 Delimitations of the project
	3
	3

	2 Review of related literature

2.1 Selection of related theory

2.2 Review of related literature
	1
	1

	3 Procedures (Methodology) of the Project Work

3.1 Designing the Project
3.2  Instrumentation / Tools: questionnaires, interviews, focus group discussion (FGD), field notes, discussion guidelines etc.

3.3 Data collection procedures
	2
	2

	4. Analysis and Interpretation of the Project Work 

4.1 Analysis and interpretation of case based on the collected information and evidences related to the project 

4.2 Triangulations under specific themes / sub themes generated from the information collected
	2
	2

	5. Findings, conclusions and suggestions

 5.1 Findings 

5.2 Conclusions

5.3 Suggestions 
	2
	2

	Total 
	10
	10

	Total Practical
	20

	Total Theoretical 
	80

	Grand-Total
	100


6. Special Guidelines for Report Writing 

Preparation of Project Writing (20-30 pages) 
(Based on the Following Outlines)                                                        
	Preliminary Part                             

Cover page with report title, details of the researcher, the level for which it is written and campus.

Recommendation Letter (Letter head of the campus)

Approval Letter (Letter head of the department/campus)

Acknowledgement (Few words of gratitude to the contributors of the report )

Abstract (An abstract of the report with not more than one and half pages or in 250 to300 words includes the topic, major objective, method and procedure, main findings and key recommendations of the study).

Table of Contents

Acronyms/Abbreviations

List of Tables (If necessary)

List of Figures (If necessary)

List of Charts and Graphs (If necessary)

	CHAPTER I: Introduction

Background of the study

Statement of the problem

Rationale of the study

Objectives of the study

Significance of the Study

Delimitations of the study

	CHAPTER II: Review of Related Literature and Theoretical Framework

Review of Related Literature

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework

Implications of the Review for the Research

	CHAPTER III: Methods And Procedures

Research Design 

Population and Sample

Research Tools

Sources of Data 

Data Collection Procedures

Data Analysis Procedures

	CHAPTER IV: Results and Discussion 

 (Presentation and discussion of results should be based on the themes derived from the analytical framework.)

	CHAPTER V: Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations / Suggestions

Findings, 

Conclusions

Recommendations / Suggestions

References

Appendix 
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