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1. Course Description 
This is a course for master level students specializing in Curriculum and Evaluation. The aim of this course is to equip students with methods and tools so that they can apply these methods and tools in their classroom. In addition, this course intends to enable students to identify issues and problems in classroom teaching learning practices in the Nepali schools, develop methods and instruments to try them out and draw implications from the research for effective teaching.  

2. General Objectives
The general objectives of this course are as follows:
· To familiarize the students with major learning theories. 
· To clarify the classroom practices as emphasized in learning theories.
· To enable the students to identify important problems related to classroom research
· To acquaint the students with methods and tools of research for classroom teaching.
· To develop skills of the students to employ research methods such as experimental, survey, ethnography, and action research 
· To use tools such as interview, observation, checklist, rating scale to undertake research on classroom teaching and learning.
· To enable the students to identify and research various components of classroom teaching and learning in divergent and convergent ways.  
· To provide hands-on research practices to the students on classroom teaching learning.
· To facilitate the students to try out classroom teaching and learning methods and materials and report their effectiveness and usability. 
· To enable the students to make a classroom teaching learning improvement plan based on the evidence derived from the practice.   

3.  Specific Objectives and Contents  
	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	· Briefly recap the major learning theories. 
· Discuss different emphases of learning theories with respect to classroom practices.
· Analyze similarities and differences in the classroom teaching learning practices with respect to learning theories. 
· Discuss research implication of different genre of classroom methods.
	Unit 1:	 Review of learning theories and their implication                                (3 hrs.) 
1.1 Behaviorism, cognitivism, and constructivism 
1.2 Learning theories and classroom teaching learning practices
1.3 Recap of teaching learning methods and research implication. 

	· Describe research methods suitable for the pedagogical research
· Select suitable research method(s) to study the identified problem in the classroom.
· Select suitable research tool(s) for the study context.
· Develop research tools for the study.
	Unit 2: Methods and Tools of Teaching Learning research                           (11 hrs.)
2.1 Research Methods for classroom instruction 
2.1.1 Experimental
2.1.2 Survey 
2.1.3 Ethnography
2.1.4 Action research: individual and participatory
2.2 Research Tools
2.2.1 Interview
2.2.2 Observation
2.2.3 Focus group discussion 
2.2.4 Checklist and rating scale


	· Identify different aspects of classroom research.
· Make link of methods and tools for the purpose of researching classroom related comportments.
· Plan and assess the effectiveness of different aspects of classroom (both physical and organizational).
	Unit 3: Classroom as a research entity                    
                                                       (9 hrs)
3.1 Physical environment
3.2 Classroom size
3.3 Classroom display
3.4 Seating arrangement
3.5 Class organization (Subject, Grade, Multi Grade, Multi Grade Multi Level)


	· Prepare a research plan to study different aspects of teacher and students' classroom activities.
· Assess the effectiveness of a lesson plan in student's learning.
· Experiment teacher instructional plans in the classroom situation.
· Study effectiveness of different types of instructional plans.
· Study and describe learners characteristic in sample of classes.
· Prepare research plan to study different aspects of students' classroom participation.
· Experiment different modalities of student's motivation and report their impact in student's learning.

	Unit 4: Researching teacher and student activities                                       (13 hrs.)
4.1 Teacher
4.1.1 Recap of qualities of good teachers; lesson planning; teaching methods
4.1.2 Teacher activities in teaching learning (classroom managements, questioning, feedback, student motivation/encouragement/ treatment/punishment, student support, time on task) 
4.1.3 Teacher instructional planning (Individualized/Personalized, group, whole class)
4.2 Student
4.2.1 Learners characteristics – diversity, learning style, learning needs
4.2.2 Classroom participation
4.2.3 Motivation


	· Recap different types of teaching methods and materials. 
· Prepare lesson plans (in relevant subject/unit) using different instructional methods and materials and analyze their effectiveness.
· Undertake action research to select appropriate method(s) and material(s) for specific lesson/content area.
· Observe classroom teaching learning activities and analyze instructional methods and materials used in the classroom.
	Unit 5: Effectiveness of teaching methods and materials                                              (12 hrs.)
5.1 Recap of teaching methods/strategies (teacher centered, learner centered, cooperative/collaborative, critical thinking) 
5.2 Recap of different types of instructional materials and their importance in classroom teaching learning
5.3 Researching effectiveness of different types of teaching methods and instructional materials 




Note:  The figures in the parenthesis indicate the approximate teaching hours for the respective units.  

4.  	Instructional Techniques 
	4.1 General Techniques 
1. Direct Instruction followed by discussion/sharing/interaction
1. Link content to the research studies and research practices (international and national context)
1. Suggest relevant research studies (CERID, CEHRD, UNESCO, UNICEF, and others) for students to study and learn about research approach, tools and analysis
1. Encourage students to identify problem and design research study with respect to classroom teaching learning
1. Plan and carry out research study in the classroom context
1. Presentation and discussion of the research findings in the classroom. 

4.3 Specific Instructional Techniques 

	Unit
	Activities and Instructional Techniques
	Internal Assignment (20 marks for practice related works, 10 marks written test and 10 marks – attendance and participation)

	Unit 1
	· Review by teachers – emphasize on drawing upon theories to link with the research study to be undertaken by the student in the practical in the assignment. 
	Practice oriented
· Develop concept note: Student choose classroom teaching learning method of his/her interest (B. Ed.) and prepare concept note linking with learning theory.
· Select and elaborate method and tools appropriate to the concept note developed
· Class presentation and discussion

	Unit 2
	· This unit is mostly covered through direct instruction by the teacher to explain research methods and tool. Explanation by the teacher should be followed up by the discussion on use of them in the classroom research – context, appropriateness, approach, etc,
	

	Unit 3
	· Bring up existing classroom environment in the Nepali context through experience sharing approach and lead to classroom interaction to discuss on the classroom entity pertinent for the research work. Good if class can come up with list of varied classroom entities from which they can pick up important and feasible ones for their research practice.   
	Practice oriented
· Collect photographs of different schools, grades and situation (teacher ensure Varity when assigning task)
· Classroom discussion and prepare individual report on impact of the situation in teaching leaning, improvement to be made. 

	Unit 4 
	· Prepare list of research studies (CERID, CEHRD, and others) and assign one report to one student to study, prepare summary (context, problem, objectives, methodology, finding and suggestions) and present in the class
· Link with the research report review to recap aspects related to teacher and student
· Encourage students to identify research areas/themes related to teacher and student classroom activities; prepare study plan and carry out study
· Sharing and discussion of the research in the classroom. 
	Practice oriented
· Develop classroom teaching learning observation tool
· Observe at least 3 classes 
· Analyze data/ information and prepare brief report on teacher and student activities
· Classroom presentation and discussion 

	Unit 5
	· Encourage students to recap about classroom methods and instructional materials they have covered in the previous levels
· Discussion on existing classroom practices, sharing from research report study
· Designing classroom research 
	Practice oriented
· Collect and review studies on Nepali classrooms (at least 3)
· Identify problems and issues in the classroom teaching learning (include own experience and observation)
· Design a study for classroom research (Context, Problem, Objective, Methodology, Tools)



5.	Evaluation 
	5.1 Internal Evaluation 40% 
	Internal Evaluation will be conducted by course teacher based on following activities.  
1.  Attendance and participation 					10 points 
1. Practice related works 						20 points 
1. Written test 							10 points
Total 								40 points 
	5.2 External Evaluation (Final Examination) 60%
	Examination Division, Office of the Dean, Faculty of Education will conduct the final examination at the end of semester. 
	1)  Objective type question (Multiple choice 10x1)		10 points 
	2)  Short answer questions (6 questions x 5 points)		30 points 
	3)  Long answer questions (2 questions x 10 points)		20 points
	     Total 							60 points
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